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NCERT Textbook Questions

Thinking about the poem  
(Page 42)

I. 
Question 1. 
What do the following phrases mean to you? Discuss in class.

1. humid shadows
2. starry spheres

�ेसबुक पर जाएं
Facebook®

फ़ेसबुक - ��नया से जुड़�

खोल�

      

 

NCERT SOLUTIONS RD SHARMA CLASS 12 CLASS 11 CLASS 10 CLASS 9

CBSE SAMPLE PAPERS TEXTBOOK SOLUTIONS

CLS 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
CBSE

NOTES
30% CUT - NEW
CBSE SYLLABUS

ENGLISH
GRAMMAR

MATHS

FORMULAS

NCERT
BOOKS

MCQ
QUESTIONS

WORKSHEETS

https://www.learncbse.in/
https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-solutions-class-9-english/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2USbKd1qX_6vMuyI7_UPtu-g8APMoPGJXoLE77q7DJ7Wof3aGxABIOCwr2Ng5arng8QOoAHlobLsA8gBAagDAcgDywSqBP4BT9Ad31JHBdUdDvg_zXS8vGEPzO41LQf6jcZbcaBo4o1snsgUd7uUuLxb4HNJRonom3eNpwG7KE6yYlsu6CW8QCcGr6h7biDPsMOrvdb4Jf8QYBlL-D7zehSnOS21q46OBY5wPxokWiLFxdgcXvK43vUzxfR2zO7dExAfxraHACulIaflTCZNXtUujGJCsaueMSfmvVGtjZ0pakuEoKzzy0FLz7npq0eY1K-9Bt_WifLWSAQFGIrv8zBo2seWKqxH4oktCnj62BJfu02frRDUy1xvej5Wc3t2MGekFWIDSALbfrA8pnYQmO-hySCutOGgJnXUqHpnUO2fsYuw0BHABIelueeYA4gF-YnUnSTYBgKAB_T05iKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAaAItME9sAgC0ggHCIBhEAEYH7EJ2zKUP3FiKFGACgGYCwHICwHYEwyCFBIaEHd3dy5sZWFybmNic2UuaW4&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_3FxCArekea25aCkWzB5VzN6fojpg&client=ca-pub-7398766921532682&nb=0&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php%3Fcampaign_id%3D9725871353%26extra_1%3Dc%7Cm%7C466377727580%7C%7C%7Cwww.learncbse.in%26placement%3Dwww.learncbse.in%26creative%3D466377727580%26keyword%3D%26partner_id%3Dgooglesem%26extra_2%3Dcampaignid%253D9725871353%2526adgroupid%253D109738611335%2526matchtype%253D%2526network%253Dd%2526source%253Dmobile%2526search_or_content%253Dc%2526device%253Dm%2526devicemodel%253Doppo%252Ba57%2526adposition%253Dnone%2526target%253Dcustomaffinity%253A%253A125848513%2526targetid%253D%2526loc_physical_ms%253D1007796%2526loc_interest_ms%253D%2526feeditemid%253D%2526param1%253D%2526param2%253D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIvui96cX-6wIVbMS7CB22Nwg-EAEYASAAEgLosfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2USbKd1qX_6vMuyI7_UPtu-g8APMoPGJXoLE77q7DJ7Wof3aGxABIOCwr2Ng5arng8QOoAHlobLsA8gBAagDAcgDywSqBP4BT9Ad31JHBdUdDvg_zXS8vGEPzO41LQf6jcZbcaBo4o1snsgUd7uUuLxb4HNJRonom3eNpwG7KE6yYlsu6CW8QCcGr6h7biDPsMOrvdb4Jf8QYBlL-D7zehSnOS21q46OBY5wPxokWiLFxdgcXvK43vUzxfR2zO7dExAfxraHACulIaflTCZNXtUujGJCsaueMSfmvVGtjZ0pakuEoKzzy0FLz7npq0eY1K-9Bt_WifLWSAQFGIrv8zBo2seWKqxH4oktCnj62BJfu02frRDUy1xvej5Wc3t2MGekFWIDSALbfrA8pnYQmO-hySCutOGgJnXUqHpnUO2fsYuw0BHABIelueeYA4gF-YnUnSTYBgKAB_T05iKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAaAItME9sAgC0ggHCIBhEAEYH7EJ2zKUP3FiKFGACgGYCwHICwHYEwyCFBIaEHd3dy5sZWFybmNic2UuaW4&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_3FxCArekea25aCkWzB5VzN6fojpg&client=ca-pub-7398766921532682&nb=1&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php%3Fcampaign_id%3D9725871353%26extra_1%3Dc%7Cm%7C466377727580%7C%7C%7Cwww.learncbse.in%26placement%3Dwww.learncbse.in%26creative%3D466377727580%26keyword%3D%26partner_id%3Dgooglesem%26extra_2%3Dcampaignid%253D9725871353%2526adgroupid%253D109738611335%2526matchtype%253D%2526network%253Dd%2526source%253Dmobile%2526search_or_content%253Dc%2526device%253Dm%2526devicemodel%253Doppo%252Ba57%2526adposition%253Dnone%2526target%253Dcustomaffinity%253A%253A125848513%2526targetid%253D%2526loc_physical_ms%253D1007796%2526loc_interest_ms%253D%2526feeditemid%253D%2526param1%253D%2526param2%253D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIvui96cX-6wIVbMS7CB22Nwg-EAEYASAAEgLosfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2USbKd1qX_6vMuyI7_UPtu-g8APMoPGJXoLE77q7DJ7Wof3aGxABIOCwr2Ng5arng8QOoAHlobLsA8gBAagDAcgDywSqBP4BT9Ad31JHBdUdDvg_zXS8vGEPzO41LQf6jcZbcaBo4o1snsgUd7uUuLxb4HNJRonom3eNpwG7KE6yYlsu6CW8QCcGr6h7biDPsMOrvdb4Jf8QYBlL-D7zehSnOS21q46OBY5wPxokWiLFxdgcXvK43vUzxfR2zO7dExAfxraHACulIaflTCZNXtUujGJCsaueMSfmvVGtjZ0pakuEoKzzy0FLz7npq0eY1K-9Bt_WifLWSAQFGIrv8zBo2seWKqxH4oktCnj62BJfu02frRDUy1xvej5Wc3t2MGekFWIDSALbfrA8pnYQmO-hySCutOGgJnXUqHpnUO2fsYuw0BHABIelueeYA4gF-YnUnSTYBgKAB_T05iKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAaAItME9sAgC0ggHCIBhEAEYH7EJ2zKUP3FiKFGACgGYCwHICwHYEwyCFBIaEHd3dy5sZWFybmNic2UuaW4&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_3FxCArekea25aCkWzB5VzN6fojpg&client=ca-pub-7398766921532682&nb=7&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php%3Fcampaign_id%3D9725871353%26extra_1%3Dc%7Cm%7C466377727580%7C%7C%7Cwww.learncbse.in%26placement%3Dwww.learncbse.in%26creative%3D466377727580%26keyword%3D%26partner_id%3Dgooglesem%26extra_2%3Dcampaignid%253D9725871353%2526adgroupid%253D109738611335%2526matchtype%253D%2526network%253Dd%2526source%253Dmobile%2526search_or_content%253Dc%2526device%253Dm%2526devicemodel%253Doppo%252Ba57%2526adposition%253Dnone%2526target%253Dcustomaffinity%253A%253A125848513%2526targetid%253D%2526loc_physical_ms%253D1007796%2526loc_interest_ms%253D%2526feeditemid%253D%2526param1%253D%2526param2%253D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIvui96cX-6wIVbMS7CB22Nwg-EAEYASAAEgLosfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2USbKd1qX_6vMuyI7_UPtu-g8APMoPGJXoLE77q7DJ7Wof3aGxABIOCwr2Ng5arng8QOoAHlobLsA8gBAagDAcgDywSqBP4BT9Ad31JHBdUdDvg_zXS8vGEPzO41LQf6jcZbcaBo4o1snsgUd7uUuLxb4HNJRonom3eNpwG7KE6yYlsu6CW8QCcGr6h7biDPsMOrvdb4Jf8QYBlL-D7zehSnOS21q46OBY5wPxokWiLFxdgcXvK43vUzxfR2zO7dExAfxraHACulIaflTCZNXtUujGJCsaueMSfmvVGtjZ0pakuEoKzzy0FLz7npq0eY1K-9Bt_WifLWSAQFGIrv8zBo2seWKqxH4oktCnj62BJfu02frRDUy1xvej5Wc3t2MGekFWIDSALbfrA8pnYQmO-hySCutOGgJnXUqHpnUO2fsYuw0BHABIelueeYA4gF-YnUnSTYBgKAB_T05iKoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHAaAItME9sAgC0ggHCIBhEAEYH7EJ2zKUP3FiKFGACgGYCwHICwHYEwyCFBIaEHd3dy5sZWFybmNic2UuaW4&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_3FxCArekea25aCkWzB5VzN6fojpg&client=ca-pub-7398766921532682&nb=8&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php%3Fcampaign_id%3D9725871353%26extra_1%3Dc%7Cm%7C466377727580%7C%7C%7Cwww.learncbse.in%26placement%3Dwww.learncbse.in%26creative%3D466377727580%26keyword%3D%26partner_id%3Dgooglesem%26extra_2%3Dcampaignid%253D9725871353%2526adgroupid%253D109738611335%2526matchtype%253D%2526network%253Dd%2526source%253Dmobile%2526search_or_content%253Dc%2526device%253Dm%2526devicemodel%253Doppo%252Ba57%2526adposition%253Dnone%2526target%253Dcustomaffinity%253A%253A125848513%2526targetid%253D%2526loc_physical_ms%253D1007796%2526loc_interest_ms%253D%2526feeditemid%253D%2526param1%253D%2526param2%253D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIvui96cX-6wIVbMS7CB22Nwg-EAEYASAAEgLosfD_BwE
https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-solutions-2/
https://www.learncbse.in/rd-sharma/
https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-solutions-for-class-12/
https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-solutions-for-class-11/
https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-solutions-for-class-10/
https://www.learncbse.in/ncert-solutions-for-class-9/
https://www.learncbse.in/cbse-sample-papers/
https://www.learncbse.in/textbook-solutions/


3. what a bliss
4. a thousand dreamy fancies into busy being start
5. a thousand recollections weave their air-threads into woof

Answer:

1. Humid shadows: These are the shadows of different things which become wet during the rainy
season.

2. Starry spheres: The area where stars appear in a group in the sky.
3. What a bliss: The poet feels happy when he listens to the rain drops.
4. A thousand dreamy fancies into busy being start: The poet starts recollecting the past and �nds

himself lost in reveries and dreams in the rainy weather.
5. A thousand recollections weave their air-threads into woof: The poet recollects hundreds of memories

in the rainy season. They weave a weft with the help of air-threads.

Question 2. 
What does the poet like to do when it rains? 
Answer: 
When it rains the poet wants to lie on bed in a cottage and listen to pitter-patter sound of the rain.
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Question 3. 
What is the single major memory that comes to the poet’s mind? Who are the “darling dreamers” he refers
to? 
Answer: 
The poet’s mother is the single major memory that comes to his mind. ‘Darling dreamers’ are those ‘kids’
who remember their mothers like the poet.

Question 4. 
Is the poet now a child? Is his mother still alive? 
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Answer: 
No, the poet is not a child. His mother is no more. But her memories still haunt him.

II.

Question 1. 
When you were a young child, did your mother tuck you in, as the poet’s mother did? 
Answer: 
Yes, my mother used to tuck me in when I was a child. Whenever I said that I could not do some work, she
embraced me and took me in her lap to get that work done. She used to feel sad and dejected if I was
involved in any mishap.

Question 2. 
Do you like rain? What do you do when it rains steadily or heavily as described in the poem? 
Answer: 
Yes, I like rain and prefer to take a bath in the rain for some time. But when it rains heavily, I stay inside and
enjoy the beauty of nature.

Question 3. 
Does everybody have a cosy bed to lie in when it rains? Look around you and describe how different kinds of
people or animals spend time, seek shelter, etc. during rain. 
Answer: 
No, everybody is not so fortunate to have a cosy bed to lie in when it rains. There are some people who live
at the railway platforms and bus terminal. They don’t have even bed sheet, what to talk of comfortable beds.

There are so many animals which don’t have any shelter and tremble under the dark sky in the rainy season.

Additional Questions

Short answer type questions

Question 1. 
What is a ‘bliss’ for a poet in the poem? 
Answer: 
The poet loves rain because it carries him in old memories. He thinks it is bliss to hear the sound of the rain
on the roof. He lies in his cozy bed and enjoys the music of nature. It is a bliss for him.

Question 2. 
What shows that the poet loved his mother? 
Answer: 
The poet loved his mother. He remembered her when he lied on his cozy bed to enjoy the sound of rain. It
appeared to him as if she was fondly looking at him.
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Question 3. 
When does the ‘thousand dream fancies’ begin to weave in the poet’s mind? 
Answer: 
When the poet is in his cottage and lies in his cozy bed listening to the soft music of rain on the roof, his
mind is �ooded with memories of his mother. He recalls his childhood.

Question 4. 
How does the memory of his mother haunt the poet? 
Answer: 
During the pattering sound of the rain falling on the roof, the memory of his mother haunts the poet. This
memory has been haunting him quite often like every darling dreamer. His mother is no more. But he still
feels her fondness of looking on him. He remembers her while writing his song of rain.

Question 5. 
How does the poet enjoy the patter of the soft rain lying in his cottage-chamber bed? 
Answer: 
The poet is lying in his cottage-chamber bed. He watches the humid shadows hovering the starry sky. He
feels the melancholy darkness gently weeping in the form of rain drops. Pressing his pillow, he is listening to
the patter of the soft raindrops falling on the roof of the cottage.

Question 6. 
What �nds an echo in the poet’s heart and what starts weaving in his mind? 
Answer: 
When the drops of rain fall on shingles, they make a tinkling sound. The tinkling sound echoes his heart. A
thousand old memories weave their air-threads into pattering sounds. Lying in his bed, the poet is listening
to the pattering sound of the rain falling on the roof.

Long answer type question

Question 1. 
How is the rain a bliss for the poet? Describe. 
Answer: 
The poet has developed a deep attachment with the rain. When it rains, he desires to lie on his cozy bed and
enjoy the falling of rain drops on the roof. There is some speci�c reasons for it. When he hears the pattering
of rain drops, the sweet memories of his childhood evaporate in his heart. He becomes nostalgic and
remembers his mother. The picture of his mother reels over his eyes. He recalls how his mother had liking
for sweet dreams. Besides, the poet forgets his worries and becomes �lled with new hopes and aspirations.
Hence, the rain is a bliss for the poet.

Question 2. 
Describe the various sights and sounds of the falling rain and recollections it brings to the poet. 
Answer: 
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Humid showers hover over all the starry sky. The melancholy darkness gently weeps in the form of rain
drops. The rain creates an echo in his heart. It also brings thousand dreamy fancies alive to his mind. The
poet listens to the patter caused by the sounds of the raindrops on the roof. At this moment the memory of
his mother comes alive into his mind. His mother is no more but the memory is still alive. He still feels her
fondness of looking on him. The memory is still fresh while he is writing this song of rain. He also listens to
the sound of the rain falling upon the shingles.

Value based questions

Question 1. 
What virtue do you �nd in the sound of rains? 
Answer: 
The sound of rain is pleasing to the ear. When we hear this sound, we forget everything. We �nd ourselves in
the world of fancies. We remember the sweet memories of the past in a peaceful heart. Of course, we are
unable to forget such moments of life. We must take this lesson from the rain and create peace in the mind
of people by our behaviour.

Question 2. 
How can the sweet moments of life help us? 
Answer: 
When we remember the sweet moments of life, we forget every pain. Riches have no meaning. We can feel
pleasure even in a cottage. In fact, when there is no peace in our heart, we cannot lead a peaceful life. Sweet
moments refresh our brain and �ll us with new energy. So, the sweet moments of life are the treasure of
energy for us.

Extract Based Questions (3 marks each)

Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:

Question 1: 
Now in memory comes my mother 
As she used in years agone, 
To regard the darling dreamers Ere she left them till the dawft: 
Oh! I feel her fond look on me As I list to this refrain Which is played upon the shingles By the patter of the
rain.

1. Which sound is the poet listening to ?
2. The sound reminds the poet of
3. Which word in the extract means “the ability to remember things” ? 

(Board Term 1,2012, ELI-014)

Answer:
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1. The poet is listening to the sound of the rain.
2. His mother.
3. Memory.

Question 2: 
Now in memory come my mother, 
As she used in years agone, 
To regard the darling dreamers Ere she left them till the dawn; 
Oh ! I feel her fond look on me 
As I list to this refrain . 
Which is played upon the shingles By the patter of the rain

1. What is the memory that comes to the poet ?
2. Who are the darling dreamers he refers to ?
3. Trace a word from the extract that means “rectangular wooden tiles”. 

(Board Term 1,2012, ELI-018)

Answer: 

1. It is the memory of his mother that comes to his mind.
2. The darling dreamers, he refers to, are those lovely dreamers who remember their mothers.
3. Shingles.

Question 3: 
Every tinkle on the shingles Has an echo in the heart And a thousand recollections Weave their air threads
into woof As I listen to the patter Of the rain upon the roof

1. How does the poet describe the falling rain ?
2. What does the mind of the poet fancy ?
3. Trace a word from the extract that means “memories”. (Board Terml, 2012, ELI- 019)

Answer: 

1. The poet says that the falling rain creates immense pleasure in his heart.
2. Old thoughts and memories are recollected by the poet.
3. Recollections!

Question 4: 
When the humid shadows hover. 
Over all starry spheres 
And the melancholy darkness 
Gently weeps in rainy tears,
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1. What are the humid shadows ?
2. What do they do ?
3. Why does the poet call darkness melancholy ? (Board Term 1,2012, ELI-025)

Answer: 

1. The humid shadows are the dark clouds.
2. They hide the stars and rain.
3. The poet calls darkness melancholy because it makes him sad.

Question 5: 
Now in memory comes my mother, 
As she used in years agone, 
To regard the darling dreamers, 
Ere she left them till the dawn: 
Oh ! I feel her fond look on me As I list to this refrain Which is played upon the shingles By the patter of the
rain.

1. Who comes in the memory of the child when it rains ?
2. What does the poet like to do when it rains ?
3. Find the word in the extract that refers to “repeated sound of the rain”. 

(Board Term 1,2012, ELI-027)

Answer:

1. When it rains, the child is reminded of his mother.
2. When it rains, the poet feels happy to press the pillow of his bed and lie listening to the patter of the

rain.
3. Refrain.

Short Answer Type Questions a marks each) 
(About 30-40 words each)

Question 1: 
How does the poet describe the sky before the rain falls ? (SA-1, DDE-2014) 
Answer: 
There were dark clouds hovering around in the sky. They hid the stars with darkness all around. The poet
compares the darkness with sadness, as these humid shadows gently weep which pours down rainy tears.

Question 2: 
Do you think that the poem, Rain on the Roof, is lauding the healing power of nature’s rain ? 
Answer: 
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The poet is appreciatingrain, especially when he hears it from a cozy bed in a lovely “cottage. This rain and
its sound have resurrected the fondest memory of the poet’s mother in his mind. As the rain continues, the
poet tries to recollect all that caused him pain, yet at the same time lifted his spirits.

Question 3: 
What does the each sound of shingle create ? 
Answer: 
Every raindrop on the tiles of the roof creates a rhythm with the poet’s heartbeat. This evokes thousands of
dreams making his thoughts busy. While he focuses on the listening to the pitter- patter on the roof, his
mind starts weaving recollections of fond memories of yesteryears.

Question 4: 
Who all does the poet remember while listening to the rain ? 
Answer: 
The poet remembers his mother who use to put him to bed every night and then used to look at him lovingly
while he slept. He also remembers his angelic sister who died early. He also remembers the young girl
whom the poet had admired at some point of time in-his life.

Question 5: 
Is the poet, Coates Kinney, able to enjoy the rain or he reminiscesat the lost time? 
Answer: 
The general atmosphere of the poem is very somber. There is darkness around but rain compensates it
with the spirit of peace for the lonely night at hand. The poet realizes how much joy and pleasure of sleep
he can attain when his head presses against his pillow to conclude the long day into a goodnights rest.

Long Answer Type Questions (4 marks each) 
(About 80-100 words each)

Question 1: 
What happens when the poet listens to the patter of the rain? Do you think that rain is a narrative tool in the
poet’s life ? 
Answer: 
The raindrops play music on the roof and create a sound of pitter-patter. To the poet this music is blissful.
At die beginning of the poem there is certain tinge of sadness around which starts to weep away with the
coming of raindrops. Every raindrop on the tiles of the roof creates a rhythm with the poet’s heartbeat. The
poet tries to focus on listening to the pitter-patter on the roof whereas his mind weaves the recollections of
fond memories of yester years. 
Rain bears a subtle link with all aspects of life. It serves as a powerful narrative tool in the poet’s life. It has
added a layer of depth and fullness to the situation where the poet is concerned. It delivers an effective
voice which communicates the apt moment of time and space as well as the emotions of the protagonist in
a more poignant manner than mere words would do.
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Question 2: 
There is an image of past in the poem, ‘Rain on the Roof’. Is this imagery similar to ones used in the poem,
‘The Road not Taken’ ? Explain. 
Answer: 
In the poem, ‘Rain on the Roof’, past is being spoken about but not in terms of regret or sadness whereas in
the poem, ‘The Road Not Taken’, there is sadness and regret as imagery. Rain lulls the poet into dreams
which bring back the memory of his family and the loved ones. 
In the poem, ‘The Road Not Taken’, the poet is regretting his decision that he took years back. There is an
imagery of past in both the poem but in the poem by Coates Kinney, this past imagery is the wonderful
thought of a loving mother whereas, in the poem by Robert Frost, the poem is about regret. The road not
taken symbolizes the choice to enter the unchartered land. It suggests that in making this choice he is
trying to distinguish himself from the rest of the world by taking the less travelled, less worn road. Both the
poems have the imagery of past. One creates a sense of love and want and create a somber mood. The
other poem delves into the decision making power of the poet which took him places but could not satisfy
him.

Question 3: 
Dreams hold importance in the poet’s life. Is it true ? Explain. 
Answer: 
This poem is depicting the overall mood on a rainy night. During night the humid cloud full of water creates
dark shadows over the star studded sky. The poet dreams about his mother and the way she used to tuck
him in bed. The poet’s dream of his mother reminds him of his childhood days. His mother used to tell
stories to lull him into sleep full of dreams. The music being played on the rooftop is like the affectionate
look by which his mother used to see him, while he was a kid. So dreams make him realize the importance
of past and and the things that he now misses.

We hope the NCERT Solutions for Class 9 English Poem Chapter 3 Rain On The Roof help you. If you have
any query regarding CBSE Class 9 English Poem Chapter 3 Rain On The Roof, drop a comment below and
we will get back to you at the earliest.
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